[Malaria morbidity in Barkedji, village of Ferlo, in Senegal Sahelian area].
A study of malaria morbidity was carried out from November 1994 to October 1995, in a Ferlo village (Barkedji) characterized by a long persistence of the temporary ponds. The objective was to evaluate the repercussions of the strong and long anopheles transmission in humans. A clinical follow-up of a group of residents was conducted at home every 10 days by an investigator trained for taking axillary temperature and making thick smears, when suspecting malaria. Were included in the group, 123 voluntary subjects among whom 50% were children under 10 years old. Any feverish subject (T degree >37 degrees 5) or subject presenting other malaria symptoms (headaches, hot body shivers, sweats, aches...) was regarded as having a malaria attack as well as a parasitemia >2500 P/mm3 in children aged of 0 to 14 years old and 1000 P/mm3 in the oldest. During the study subjects with at least one feverish access, plasmodium infection and malaria attack were 58%, 33% and 22%, respectively. On 172 hyperthermias observed, 49% were accompanied by a circulating parasitemia and 30% corresponded to malaria attack. The feverish subjects (74% vs. 42%), the subjects with parasitemia (51% vs. 16%) and the cases of malaria (34% vs. 10%) were more frequently encountered in children under10 than in the oldest. The cases of malaria attacks were more frequent from November to January (70%). The strong intensity of malaria transmission in Barkedji and the persistence of its temporary ponds until January were sufficient to influence the level of malaria morbidity and consequently the development of an anti-malaria immunity by the indigenous population.